
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

WILLIAM K SANFORD TOWN LIBRARY  

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the William K Sanford Library was held on 

January 18, 2017. The meeting was called to order by President Armao at 6 PM  

Present: Rosemary Armao, Janet Kiffney, Craig Blair, Kimberly Fannif, and Donna 

Cramer.  

Also present: Library Director Evelyn Neale  

Absent: Matthew Sissman, Florence Abrams and Town Liaison Linda Murphy  

Oath of Office:  

Notary David Kohl administered the oath of office to.Trustee Fannif for a new term. 

Election of Positions: 

President Armao explained that she will be leaving the area and the board in May and 

nominated Trustee Blair for president. Kiffney seconded the motion and he was 

unanimously elected. 

Trustee Cramer raised a question about the need for a treasurer but members agreed after 

discussing that the library’s status as a municipal library means the town is responsible 

for handling finances and getting an independent audit regularly. 

Trustee  Fannif nominated Kiffney for vice president which was seconded by Armao and 

the vote for her was unanimous. 

Trustee Sissman was nominated for another term as secretary by Armao. This was 

seconded by Cramer and he was re-elected unanimously. Armao agreed to serve as back-

up secretary until she leaves the board. 

 Minutes: 

The minutes of the meeting of December 21 were approved after a motion by Kiffney 

seconded by Fannif .  

Public Comment: 

No members of the public were present at the meeting.  

Committee Reports: 



Service: The trustees took up the issue again of keeping the library open on Labor Day 

and Memorial Day. A survey of area libraries showed no uniform pattern on days off. But 

under the Town’s labor contracts library workers who came in on these days would 

collect double time. Patrons have not complained about closures on these holidays, but 

questions have been asked about why the library can’t be open on Election Day and 

Veterans Day, Cramer said. Trustees agreed that while it would nice to provide added 

service to the public, union rules and money considerations will prevent that. We will, 

however, monitor comments and complaints and could make a decision in the future to 

go to the Town board and ask for a way to address the matter. 

Administration: The Budget and Finance report (see below) was approved 

unanimously on a motion by Armao and second by Trustee Kiffney. Director Neale 

delivered a summary of grants the library has received since 2013. That summary is 

below. 

Neale also reported that the leak is back in the Teen Room and that an electrical glitch 

has stalled – and increased the cost of an upgrade underway on to the Children’s room. 

Play area. A quote to fix the problem came in at $6,000 and Neale said two more bids 

will be needed before any work can proceed. 

Neale praised a recent Times Union story about the library renovations 

http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-local/article/Churchill-At-Colonie-library-it-s-time-

for-a-9159780.php and she and Trustee Blair were glad to hear Town Supervisor Paula  

Mahon talk about putting $3 million of town money into the building 

expansion/modernization  in her State of the Town address.  

The director noted that the newly released state budget had some bad news – a reduction 

of State Library Fund funding to 2015 levels.  

Meeting Room Policy 

Trustees took up the issue again of policy on use of library meeting rooms. They agreed 

that on advice from the town supervisor and lawyer no alcohol would be allowed in any 

meeting space. They also agreed that the library would charge for commercial use of  a 

small room newly available for use for such things as real estate closings.. Trustees will 

have to request a Town Board resolution to add the room to a form the town gives out to 

potential renters that includes all such rentable space in Colonie including the Crossings 

community room and space at Town Hall and the Public Operations building.  Trustees 

suggested a charge of up to $30 an hour. 

Library Director’s Report 

Director Neale said that after repeated violation of policy on displaying and printing 

sexually explicit material on library computers, a patron, Perry Niccolai, has been banned 

from the building for six months.  He may not use his account during that period. 

http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-local/article/Churchill-At-Colonie-library-it-s-time-for-a-9159780.php
http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-local/article/Churchill-At-Colonie-library-it-s-time-for-a-9159780.php


Friends of the Library 

Trustee Cramer and Director Neale reported that an open house helped the FOL expand 

its membership from 100 to 400. 

The organization is planning an April 26-30 Book Sale in the library to kick off a new 

summer season at the Book Nook. The library is now accepting donations for that sale 

and storing them in a new shed on library property. 

Hanniford’s supermarket has made the library its charity for February, meaning that 

during the month it will contribute a portion of revenue taken in to WKS. 

Cramer and Blair agreed that they will attend future Friends meetings to lend visible 

board support and to keep up the fund-raising momentum begun during the library’s 

40
th

 Anniversary year. Neale predicted that with leadership and steady work, the Friends 

could raise $25,000 a year for the library. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 after a motion by Fannif, seconded by Kiffney  

 
 


