
 

 
 

FRIENDS OF THE  
W.K. SANFORD COLONIE  

TOWN LIBRARY MEETING MINUTES 
December 11, 2018 – 6:30 PM 

 
ATTENDING 

 
Berneata Bargar, Edye Benson, Donna Cramer-Sharer, Jan Hagen, Becky 
Klope, Louise McColgin, Leslye Milos, Evelyn Neale, Jennifer Soucy and 
Claudia Thornton.  

 
INTRODUCTIONS 

 
The meeting began with general introductions. 
Minutes from the previous meeting (November 13, 2018) were approved 
and are posted on the Friends web page. 
 
LIBRARY REPORT 
Evelyn reported: 

● Met with contractors.  Because of the December 9th craft fair, an 
emergency exit was created.  The next phase is carpeting.  Phase 2 
will have less impact on our patrons. 

● The January-February 2019 newsletter lists lots of programs. 
● It was noted that the Albany Public Library is no longer collecting late 

fees for overdue books, etc.  Colonie will watch the outcome of this 
policy.  It seems there might be an issue for high-demand items. 

● Colonie is one of the highest users of Overdrive, and that is an 
advantage to us. 
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● Attendance at library programs are about the same as last year, 
despite the construction.  Programs are usually full.  Teen Nite has 
about 60 to 70 participants. 

● Some patrons are stressed with the maze created by the 
construction. 

● Evelyn explained some of the bigger-ticket items that will be needed, 
to get a feel for what the Friends might want to support.  The 
Technology Training Room will require about $30,000.  The Friends 
could donate $10,000 at a time toward technology.  Furniture and 
chairs have not been ordered yet. 

● The Library will need some plants in the spring. 
● Jan asked if demographics were available for library usage. Evelyn 

and Jen will research this request. 
 
LIBRARY BOARD REPORT 
Donna reported: 

● The Bylaws should be finalized in early 2019. 
● One board member is stepping down, so there is an opening. 
● The appeal envelope stuffing turnout was great! 
● Donna noted that she and some others did not receive their appeal 

letters. Becky will check on this. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Leslye Milos reported: 

● The Friends account balance as of December 11, 2018 is 
$28,457.93. The Friends took in $7,186.50 this month, and spent 
$2,576.39. Also, $30,000 was invested in Certificates of Deposit with 
CapCom. 

● A slightly different format will be worked out by Leslye to report and 
explain some of the expenses and savings/investments. 

● Two volunteers are needed to look over/audit our books. This 
process should be done about three times per year.  A couple of 
names were suggested, and they will be followed up. 
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REQUESTS AND EXPENDITURES 

● Jennifer Soucy requested $1,760 for renewal of museum passes and 
the addition of three new passes (Bennington Museum, Binghamton 
Zoo, and Cooperstown Fenimore Art Museum). Passes are well used 
by patrons.  Jan Hagen made a motion, and Berneata Bargar 
seconded it.  The request was unanimously approved. 

● Elissa Valente requested $600 for the Youth and Teen Reading 
Program.  Jan Hagen made a motion to approve, Edye Benson 
seconded it, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
WEB SITE, FACEBOOK, PUBLICITY AND LIBRARY E-NEWSLETTER 

● Claudia reported the Friends web page has been updated, and  2019 
meeting dates are listed. 

 
HOFFMAN CAR WASH TICKETS 

● A total of $507.78 has been raised through the sale of car wash 
tickets. 

● After discussion, it was decided the remaining tickets will be sold in 
February 2019 and at the May 2019 book sale. 

● There was an issue with one Square credit card transaction that is 
being resolved. 
 

BOOK SALE - DECEMBER 9 
Jan reported: 

● Volunteers and staff were wonderful. 
● Mysteries were what sold best. 
● The specially wrapped books were an eye-catcher.  The rest will be 

sold at the spring sale (separated by genre and sell for $2 each). 
● The biggest problem with the sale was moving books to and from the 

library from the shed.  Need people to physically move them the next 
time. It was mentioned that some libraries put out a call for “hefters” 
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… so that’s the plan for the spring sale. Getting rid of the leftover 
books is not such a problem because many are recycled, etc. Elissa, 
the teen coordinator, may be able to get some “hefter” volunteers. 

● Lucretia and Jan concluded the efforts weren’t worth the $500 profit. 
Evelyn suggested not doing the book sale at the same time as the 
vendor craft sale.  Jan said she’d consider holding two big book 
sales. Jan may put out a call for book donations in February 2019. 

● Jan noted that the Friends shed is full of construction materials. 
Evelyn will research. 

● The Library is willing to assist with two events each year (craft fair/fall 
fest, sell tables to vendors with profits going to the Friends). 

● Get dates on the calendar for April and October 2020. 
● We may charge a $5 donation for those who wish to get in early. 

 
END-OF-YEAR APPEAL LETTERS 

● So far, $6,015 has been raised. 
● A thank-you letter needs to go out in January 2019 for all donations. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

● Membership renewal 
● Book Sale: May 2 through 5, 2019 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Becky inquired about the Book Drop and how well it’s being used.  Evelyn 
said it’s doing great.  There was a chip in the Book Drop when it was 
delivered; it still needs to be fixed. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM. 
 
Next meeting: January 8, 2019 at 6:30 PM  
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