
 

 
 

FRIENDS OF THE  
W.K. SANFORD COLONIE  

TOWN LIBRARY MEETING MINUTES 
November 13, 2018 – 6:30 PM 

 
ATTENDING 

 
Annette Argyros, Edye Benson, Maryann Brennan,  Debi Chowdhury, Jan 
Hagen, Becky Klope, Leslye Milos, and Claudia Thornton.  

 
INTRODUCTIONS 

 
The meeting began with general introductions. 
Minutes from the previous meeting (October 9, 2018) were approved and 
are posted on the Friends web page. 
 
LIBRARY REPORT 
It was noted that Evelyn, Jen and Donna were unavailable for today’s 
meeting.  The construction progress continues. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Leslye Milos reported: 

● The Friends account balance as of October 31, 2018 is $53,847.82. 
The Friends took in $2,010.19 this month, and spent $1,675.46. 

● The New Karner Coin deposit was part of the last book sale. 
● Peggy (Library Tech Services) sells books on Amazon Marketplace. 

A customer required a refund of $44.20, for which a Friends check 
was written. 

● Other expenses included banners for the December 9 Holiday 
Marketplace. 
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● Since the Friends bank account is so large (awaiting requests for 
Library projects), Jan Hagen suggested some of the money be put 
into Certificates of Deposit (CDs).  The current rate at CapCom is 
2.6%.  Jan suggested staggering amounts for different time periods 
(laddering), at the Treasurer’s discretion.  It was discussed 
thoroughly, and Jan made a motion to approve $30,000 be placed 
into CDs. Debi Chowdhury seconded the motion, and it unanimously 
passed. 
 

REQUESTS AND EXPENDITURES 
● Ann-Marie Helldorfer (Youth Services) requested $1,000 to purchase 

a $500 WalMart gift card and $500 for an Amazon order.  This 
request is to cover supplies and snacks for the Youth winter 
programs.  Debi Chowdhury made a motion, and Claudia seconded 
it.  The request was unanimously approved. 

● Jennifer Soucy requested $50 to be used for water and snacks for the 
December 9 Holiday Marketplace vendors.  Jan Hagen made a 
motion to approve, Debi Chowdhury seconded it, and it was 
unanimously approved. 

 
BOOK SALE - DECEMBER 9 

● Jan reported on the book donations for the Holiday Marketplace Book 
Fair.  They have been receiving many donations.  There is still a need 
for general fiction. 

● Becky reported that volunteers will be needed for Saturday, 
December 8, from 3:30-5:30 pm, to transfer books from the shed to 
the library. 

● Volunteer shifts for December 9 will be 12:00-2:30 and 2:30-5:30. 
● The Hoffman Car Wash Tickets that were sold during Friends Week 

netted $696.50 (beyond the $1,000 cost).  Twelve $10 tickets and 
eight $27 tickets are left.  The Friends want to sell car wash tickets at 
the Holiday Marketplace so Jan Hagen made a motion to purchase 

2 



 

an additional $1,000 worth of tickets to sell.  Edye Benson seconded 
the motion, and it unanimously passed. 

● Becky will send out a notice for volunteers. Three volunteers will be 
needed each shift, 2 for books and 1 for car wash ticket sales. 

● When volunteers sell car wash tickets and books, it was noted the 
volunteers should keep separate money collections. 

● Maryann Brennan suggested that recent books be sold for $1 or $2, 
but that they be wrapped in brown paper, with information written on 
the paper.  She has seen this done at other book sales.  Maryann will 
be responsible for the wrapping. 

 
END-OF-YEAR APPEAL LETTERS 

● Volunteers will meet on Saturday, November 17, at 10 am at the back 
right corner of the library, to stuff/label and seal envelopes.  

● Physical letters will go to approximately 525 recipients. 
● Emails will go to approximately 75 recipients. 
● Thank-you letters will need to go out in January 2019. 
● Leslye will enter donation data into the database for checks, while 

Becky will enter donation data for electronic donations. 
● It was determined that appeal letters to Colonie businesses will be 

tabled until January.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM. 
 
Next meeting: December 11, 2018 at 6:30 PM  
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